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(57) Abstract: A simple hardware structure is employed to perform a band control for each flow and realize a priority control at the 
same time. A flow identifying part (1) identifies a flow to which packets belong, and notifies flow identification information to a 
flow establishment information storing part (2), which then notifies flow establishment information based on the flow identification 
information to a policing part (3). In the policing part, a rate determining part (31) determines the arrival rate of the packets, and 
a rate calculating part (32) calculates, based on that arrival rate, the arrival rate of the flow to which the packets belong. A band 
comparing/deciding part (33) compares the arrival rate of that flow with information such as minimum insured band, upper limit 
band and so on prescribed for that flow to perform a flow class establishment for each packet. The flow identification information 
of each flow is stored in a schedule storing part (42) for a respective class, and a flow selection part (43) and a packet output part 
(44) selectively output a flow belonging to a class of a higher priority. 
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